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wrong with our Londoners, but they are much more reserved.
Whenever I asked my way from anyone, whether well dressed or
not, they were always anxious to have a chat. They generally
noted my English accent and wanted to ask me all about the blitz
and what London was looking like. The taxi-drivers I found
particularly friendly.

George Penny (Marchwood) and I were driving in a taxi;
there is no division between driver and passenger. George said to
the driver, "That's a nice cigar you are smoking." "Guess it's the
best I can buy," and ^ pulling one out of his pocket said, "Have
one?" and he meant it. When I was driving one evening with
Wardlaw-Milne in Washington, we were not surprisingly talking
politics. Suddenly, as we passed the White House, the driver
cut in and said, "Frank lives there: I guess he's playing poker/9
I, innocently not grasping the implication, answered, "I didn't
know that Roosevelt played cards." "Oh," he answered, "he's
always at the game both day and night, but he's better at the
foreign one than the home game, which he is making a mess of."
On that particular drive the taxi suddenly stopped and in stepped a
fashionably dressed lady. It seems there is a rule in Washington
that if anyone hails a taxi and there is a vacant seat, the driver is
entitled, if not bound, to make room. It was all above board
and when we stopped at the Embassy, where we were staying, the
driver deducted an amount from our fare as he was going to get
paid by his additional passenger. The extra passenger did not
take the slightest notice of us and behaved as if she was boarding
a bus.

The immediate purpose of our visit was Ottawa, though we
spent some days first at Toronto, Hamilton and Niagara inspecting
war factories. Not unnaturally our Canadian hosts wanted to
show us their war efforts, especially as, when a year previously a
delegation had visited Great Britain, we had done die same to
them.- It was all very impressive, but I do think going from one
munitions works to another is a bit wearisome and not very con-
vincing, as you haven't the time to take much in, especially as
invariably official lunches and the usual speeches were sandwiched
in between the visits. But it is right to say that we received bound-
less hospitality and kindness from pur Canadian fiiends. At
Toronto I stole two days off from official visits to visit their state
schools and secondly their famous university. I was much
impressed by the school buildings which were well planned and
designed, with excellent equipment. In most of them they follow
the American system, and boys and girls are educated together*
I know the case against this is that it results in hard-faced women
and effeminate men, but no one can say that either the Americaii